
Lesson Title Art Form Grade Level 
Prehistoric Landscape Mural Drawing 5 

Grade Level Theme Key Concept Link 
Globalization Environment Science 

Challenge 
 
Create a dinosaur that includes self-selected features of existing species 
and then place the dinosaur in a prehistoric landscape mural created collaboratively with the class. 

Assessment Standards 
 
COMMUNICATE 
Collaborate with a partner to cooperatively make decisions about the “design” of the dinosaur. 
 
CREATE 
A successful dinosaur will show all the features selected in the questionnaire.  At least 2 of the 
following drawing techniques should be used somewhere in the artwork: blending, hatching, cross 
hatching, stippling.  
 
RESPOND 
Students will perform a group critique after the drawings have been affixed to the mural in order to 
practice offering positive feedback and praise. 
 
CONNECT 
A successful dinosaur will include features that previously discovered dinosaurs have, sometimes 
including modifications, in order to create a “new” species. For example: crests, 
herbivore/carnivore, defense mechanisms (spikes, clubs, armor, horns), size, long neck/regular 
neck, primarily 4-legged locomotion/upright.  This shows an understanding of how features 
contribute to the classification of an animal. 
Supplies and Materials Images and Resources 
 
9 x 12” heavyweight drawing paper 
Colored pencils 

 
Pim, Keiron. Dinosaurs: The Grand Tour. The 
Experiment, LLC, New York, 2013. 
 
Encyclopedia of Life website, http://www.eol.org 
 
Prehistoric Wildlife website, http://www.prehistoric-
wildlife.com 
 
Examples drawn by lesson creator Ari Storvick 
(see lesson PPT) 

Time Allotment   Alternate Approaches 
 
2 60-minute classes 

 
Crayons, Paint, Google Draw, Sculpture 

 

http://www.eol.org/
http://www.prehistoric-wildlife.com/
http://www.prehistoric-wildlife.com/


Lesson Session 

Prehistoric Landscape Mural 1 

Engage 
Google Slides presentation highlighting the different characteristics that will need to be selected 
during the Google form questionnaire. 
 
 
Develop 
Google form/questionnaire. Students will record answers in a planner. 
 
 
 
Create 
Pencil sketch of the animal on planner. 
Review how scientific names of dinosaurs can be broken down to understand the characteristics of 
the animal.  Create a scientific name for your dinosaur. 
 
Reflect 
Teacher runs through verbal checklist of potential characteristics to confirm all details from the form 
have been included. 
 
 

 
 
 

Lesson Session 

Prehistoric Landscape Mural 2 

Engage 
Review colored pencil techniques: show examples, demo 
 
 
 
Develop 
Review plans and select techniques to apply 
 
 
 
Create 
Draw final large-scale drawing of the animal.  Color in using a variety of colored pencil techniques. 
Cut out dinosaur and place in landscape mural (land, water, sky). 
 
 
Reflect 
Group critique. 
Students volunteer (or teacher selects students) to present his/her dinosaur from the collaborative 
mural by describing its characteristics. 
 
 

 


